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Mrs. Nellie Tayloe Ross, Director of the Mint, announced 
today that she will convene the Annual Assay Commission at the 
United States Mint in Philadelphia on Wednesday morning, 
February 14, 1951, for the traditional "trial of the coins." 
The White House today announéed the names of the fourteen men 
and women appointed by President Truman to take part in the 
tests. 


The Assay Commission, Mrs. Ross pointed out, is one of the 
oldest and most dignified institutions of the Government, having 
been provided for in the same statute that established the Mint 
on April 2, 1792, and assembled regularly since that time. Its 
function is to make tests of coins, taken at random from the 
three operating mints during the preceding year, to determine 
whether they conform in weight and fineness to legal requirements. 


During each year, one silver coin from every delivery of 
10,000 made at all mints is taken out for test by the Commission. 
These coins are carefully preserved in a "pyx" at the 
Philadelphia Mint, under the joint care of the superintendent 
and Assayer, and are delivered to the Commission for the annual 
tests. The word "pyx," referred to in the law authorizing the 
"trial of the coins," derives from the "pyx-chest," a receptacle 
for coins selected for testing in the early days of the British 
Mint. 


Dr. James I. Hoffman of the National Bureau of Standards, 
one of the members of the Commission, will take to Philadelphia 
the official weights of the Philadelphia Mint, which have been 
calibrated at the Bureau of Standards during the past week. 
These weights will be used in the annual tests. 
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Besides Dr. Hoffman, those serving on the Assay Commission 
THis Vea arer 


Mr. Victor Frenkil, Baltimore, Maryland; Mr. Benjamin 
Lazrus, New York: Mr. Frank Altschul, Stamford, Connecticut; 
Mrs. B. Braxton Jones, Alexandria, Virginia and Kinston, 

North Carolina: Mr. Nathan Cummings, Chicago, Illinois; 

Honorable A. Harry Moore, Jersey City, New Jersey; 

Honorable James FE. Wagner, Jr., Bluefield, West Virginia; 

Mrs, Clarence Fraim, Wilmington, Delaware; Mrs. Henry L. Jacobs, 
Providence, Rhode Island; Mrs. Julian Friant, Herndon, 

Virginia; Mrs. Richardson Dillworth, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
Mrs. Carroll Miller, Washington, D. C. and Slippery Rock, 
Pennsylvania: and Mr. Clement Kennedy, Swampscott, Massachusetts. 


Other members of the Commission named in conformity with 
statutory provisions, are Honorable Preston Delano, Comptroller 
of the Currency, Washington, D. C.; Honorable William H. 
Kirkpatrick, Judge of the District Court, Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania, Easton, Pennsylvania; and Mr. Joseph S. Buford, 
Chief Assayer of the U. S. Assay Office, New York, New York. 





